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SOME ACCOUNT OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 


Sir ISAAC NEWTON, a 
most celebrated English  phi- 
losopher and mathematician, and 
one of the greatest geniuses that 
ever appeared in the world, was 
descended from an ancient fami- 
ly in Lincolnshire, where he was 
born in the year 1642. His 
powers of mind were wonderful- 
ly comprehensive and penetra. 
ting. Fontenelle says of him ; 
‘that in learning mathematics 
he did not study Euclid, who 
seemed to him too plain and sim- 
ple, and unworthy of taking up 
his time. He understood him 
almost before he read him: a cast 
ot his eye on the contents of the 
theorems of that great mathema- 
tician, seemed to be sufficient to 
make him master of them.??——— 
Several of his works mark a pro- 
fundity of thought and reflection: 
that has as stonished the most 
learned men. He was highly es- 
teemed by the university of Cam- 
bridge ; and was twice chosen to 
represent that place in parliament. 
He was also greatly favored by 
queen Anne, and by George the 
first. The princess of Wales af- 
terwards queen consort of Eng- 


ZE 


land, who had a turn for phile- 
sophical inquiries, used frequent- 
ly to propose questions to him. 
This princess had a great regard 
for him; and ofien déetarei, 
that she thought herself happy to 
live at the same time as he did, 
and to have the pleasure and ad- 
vantage of his conversation. 
This eminent philosopher was 
remarkable for being of a very 
meek disposition, and a great lov- 
er of peace He would rather 
have chosen to remain in obscu- 


rity, than to have the serenity of 


his days disturbed by those storms 
and disputes, which genius and 
learning often draw upon those 
who are eminent for them. We 
find him reficcting on the con- 
troversy respectiug his optic lec- 
tures, (in which he had been al- 
most unavoidably. engaged,) in 
the following terms: ‘ I blam- 
ed my own imprudence, for part- 
ing with so real a blessing as my 
quiet, to run afier a shadow.” 
The amiabie quality of mod. 
esty stands very conspicuous in 
the character of this great man’s 
mind and manners. He never 
spoke, either of himself or others, 
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in such 2 manner, as to give the 
most malicious censurers the least 
occasion even to suspect him of 
vanity. He was candid and af- 
fable ; andhe did not assume 
any airs of superiority over those 
with whom he associated. He 
never ews: rht either his merit or 
his reputation, sufficient toexcuse 
why from any of re common 
ofaces of social life. Though he 
was firmly attached to the church 
of England, he was averse to the 
persecution of the Non-conform- 
ists. He judged of men by their 
conduct : and t the true schismat- 
ics, in his opinion, were the vi- 
cious and the wicked. This lib- 
erality of sentrment did not spring 
trom the want of religion; for 
- was thoroughly persuaded of 
he truth of Revelation; and 
omlidi the great variety of books, 
which he had constantly before 
him, that which he loved the 
best, and studied with the great- 
est application was the Bible.— 
He was indeed a truly pious 
man: and his discoveries con- 
cerning the frame and system of 
t 1e universe, Were applied by him 
to demonstrate the being of a 
God, and to illustrate his pow- 
er and wisdom. He also wrote 
an excellent discourse, to prove 
that the remarkable prophecy of 
Daniel’s weeks, was an express 
prediction of the coming of the 
Messiah, and that it was fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ. 
The testimony of the pious 
and learned Dr. Doddridge to 
the most interesting part of* this 
great man’s character, cannot be 
omiited on the present occasion. 
According to the best infor- 
mation,” says he, ** whether pub- 
lic or private, I could ever ob- 
tain, his frm faith in the divine 
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wanes virtue and piety ; and 
consequently gives us the justest 
reason to conclude, that he is 
now rejoicing in the happy ef- 
fects of it, infinitely more than in 
all the applause which his philo- 
sophical works have procured 
him, though they have com- 
manded a fame lasting as the 
world.”’ 

The disorder of which he died, 
was supposed to be the stone in 
the bladder; which was at times, 
attended with so severe parox- 
isms, as to occasion large drops 
of sweat to run down his face — 
In these trying circumstances, he 
was never heard to utter the least 
comp aint, nor to express the 
least impatience. 

He departed this life in the 

eighty- fil th year of his age; and— 
in his principles and ‘conduct 
through irfe, has left a strong and 
comforiable evicence, that the 
highest intellectual powers har- 
monize with rel} igion and 1 virtue ; 
and that there is nothing in chris- 
tianity, but what will abide the 
scruiny of the soundest and most 
enlarged understanding 

How great and satisfactory a 
confirmation is it to the sincere, 
humble Christian, and what an 
insurmountable barrier does it 
present to the infidel, to perceive 
in the list of Christian believers, 
the exalted and venerable names 
of Bacan, Boyle, Locke, Newton, 
Addison, and Littleton ! men 
who must be acknowledged to be 
ornaments of humannature, when 
we consider the wide compass of 
their abilities, the great extent of 
their learning and tnowledze, 
and the piety, integrity, and be- 
neficence of their lives, ‘These 
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eminent characters firmly adher- 
ed to the belief of christianity, 
aiter the most diligent and exact 
researches into the life of its 
Founder, the authenticity of 
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records, the completion of “4 
prophecies, the sublimity of it 
doctrines, the purity of its pre. 
cepts, and the arguments of its 
adversaries. Murray. 
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ESSAYS ON REL 


ESSAY VI. 

Motives to persuade both gospel min- 
isters and profecsing christians to 
laior more a rundantly for the sal- 
vation of souls. 

i SHALL net exhibit to 
view the worth of the soul, ‘the 
love which Christ re 1s manifested, 
by his death, for the salvation of 

en, nor the final, solemn reck- 
oning day, as motives to increase 
your zeal. ‘These considerations 
were presented to view in the sec- 


ond Essay. There are other 
motives, which ought to have 





great influence, And 
1. Consider how unnatural it 
1S, and how oppos ite to the feel- 
ings of a gracious heart, to neg- 
lect the sahensiiie of souls. You 
profess to have seen and felt the 
danger in which the impenitent 
daily live. Isit not unnatural to 
see them walk carelessly on the 
verge of hell, and do nothing to 
prevent their ruin? Would it 
not be unnatural for parents to 
sce their children around them 
perishing with hunger, and do 
nothing to prevent their death ? 
Iftl ney saw their children waiking 
on the edge of a slippery preci. 


GIOUS SUB 
(Continued from Page 190.) 
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pice wholly insensible of theii 

danger, if they did not cry to 
them to escape, run to their re- 
lief and snatch them away, would 
they not act an unnatural part ? 
If they saw them in such immi- 
nent danger r, yet felt no concern 
for them, should we not have 
sufficient ground to say, they 
were destitute of natural affec- 
tion? If we were to see parents, 
by their example and indulgence, 
encouraging their offspring to 
travel daily a road in which they 
would nevitably perish, should 
we not say they hated them, and 
sought their ruin? Yet many 
parents, when their children: are 
walking the road to death, sel- 
dom exhort them to flee from the 
wrath to come. Instead of this, 
by their example, and the libpr- 

ties they give them, and the as- 
sistance they afford them, to grat- 
ify their evil hearts; they encour- 
age them to live curelessly in sin, 
until they launch into a bound. 
less eternity. 

[s itnot as unnatural for chris- 
tians and gospel ministers to see 
sinners travel with speed, and 
without concern, that road in 
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which they may, in one hour per- 
ish, yet say nothing to alarm 
them, and persuade them to turn 
and live? If you live conform- 
edto the world, and daily con- 
verse with the impenitent con- 
cerning worldly, instead of se- 
rious, heavenly things, and man- 
ifest mere love and concern for 
this world than another ; though 
you are moral in your lives, you 
are a stumbling block to the wick- 
ed, and encourage them to neg- 
lect their immortal souls. For 
if they live as well as you ap- 
pear to live, they feel safe and 
secure, Is it not very unnatur- 
al to be stumbling bloeks over 
which sinners may fall into hell ? 
Is it not, also, contrary to the 
feelings of a gracious heart to see 
sinners hastening to endless death, 
and say little or nothing to pre- 
vent it? A good heart has a 
Jove for precious souls, and an 
ardent desire for their salvation ? 
To gratify these desires, and as- 
sist their increase, christians must 
exert themselves, in every way 
which duty requires, to be a 
means of everlasting good to the 
unregenerate. If, then, duty in 
whole or in part be neglected, 
are not the feelings of a gracious 
heart opposed, and the gratifica- 
tion of its desires denied? In 
this way how can christians ex- 
pect grace to thrive. Instead 
of assisting, they are counteract- 
ing the growth of the new man. 
Will you continue to act an un- 
natural part, and oppose the feel- 
ings of a gracious heart any long- 
er? If not, then let a view of 
the ‘sinner’s danger and the 
worth of his soul cause you to ex- 
ert yourselves by daily warnings, 
and pathetic exhortations, to 
alarm their fears, and excite their 
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attention to the one thing need- 
ful. Then conscience will no 
more accuse you of unnatural, un- 
christian conduct towards them. 

2 Seriously consider the con- 
sequences, which may be con- 
nected with your faithfulness, or 
neglect. 

If faithful you may be a means 
of their eternal felicity. In this 
ease you would do them more 
good, than to give them ten 
thousand worlds. If perform- 
ing your duty to them may be a 
means of so much good, can you 
live ina negkct of it? They 
may, also, perish through your 
neglect. Oh, think how dread- 
fulendless torments are. Would 
you not feel very guilty, if you 
were to see a person suffering 
before you the most excrutiating 
pains, and you knew it was ow- 
ing to aneglect of your duty to- 
wards him? How guilty, then, 
must you, teel when you reflect, 
that souls are perishing through 
your neglect. Can you realise 
the glorious consequences which 
may be connecied with faithful- 
ness, andthat awful, endless death 
which may be the fruit of your 
unfaithfulness, and still neglect 
your duty ? Youcannot. You 
must be uncommonly stupid, or 
such thoughts will prompt you 
to greater faithfulness. 

3. Consider how diligent the 
enemies of souls are in effecting 
their rnin. Satan goes about as 
a roaring lion seekmg whom he 
may devour ; laying snares for 
the feet of unwary sinners, be- 
guiling them with his wiles, using 
every stratagem which his cun- 
ning can devise to destroy their 

souls. ‘Their wicked compan- 
ions and associates are daily 
tempting them, and enticing 
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_ to commit sin, and contin- 
ue walking the read which jeads 
to au Their siniul hearts 
daily increase in hardness, un- 
belief and darkness, rendering 
their salvation more improbable, 
and their damnation more cer- 
tain. Anall luring world is lead- 
ing them away from the fountain 
of all good to satisfy their thirst 
from broken cisterns, which: can 
hold no water. Such enemies 
are unremittingly engaged. —— 
Shall they be more diligent to 
effect the ruin of souls than you 
are to promote their salvation ? 
Will you do nothing to counter- 
act the evil design of their ene- 
mies? How can you sit still and 
be silent ? Shew them what their 
enemies are doing Intreat them 
to avoid them. Beseech them 
to fight against them. Would 
you not run to snatch a beloved 
child from the paws of a lion? 
And will you not with greater 
zeal run to save souls from the 
devouring jaws of Satan? Be 
exhorted to act sucha part, t that 
conscience may not daily accuse 
you of the greatest inconsisten- 
cles. 


(To be Continued.) 


THE WOUSE OF GOD A MEAN OF 
CHRISTIAN IMPROVEMENT. 
Concluded from page 195 ) 


HAVING given this brief 
statement of the purposes, for 
which the house of God is intend- 
ed, and thus illustrated the ob- 
jects, which animate and strength- 
en the friends of the Redeemer, 
I cannot persuade myself to dis- 
miss the subject, without advert- 
ing to a few remarks, which nat- 


of God, Se. 29{ 


urally offer themselves for con- 
sideration. 

1. it is characteristic of a re- 
al christian to love the house of 
God.—In this consecrated place 
he finds something congenial 
with his own feelings; some- 
thing, which feeds and nourish- 
es him ; something, which grati- 
fies the most powerful desires of 
hisheart. He loves it because it 
is a place of devotion—of prayer 
—of divine instruction—and a 
place where, he hopes, the wick- 
ed will be arrested in their career 
of iniquity, and be brought to 
submit themselves to the grace 
of God. He will not easily. con- 
sent to be detained from a place, 
where he receives such peculiar 
satisfaction, nor can he forgive 
himself, if he thinks that by his 
ex xm he encourages any, who 
are in the broad road to destruc- 
tion, to treat this important in- 
siitution with contempt. Tho’ 
hike David, he may be conscious, 
that he knows more than all his 
teachers, yet this consciousness 
will neither diminish his attach- 
ment to that consecrated place, 
nor render him careless or indif- 
mt whether he attends. 

The christian not only loves 
the ‘house of God, but carries 
with him the same disposition 
wherever he goes, and is influ. 
enced by it in whatever he un- 
dertakes. He is planted in the 
house of the Lord; there he 
grows, there he is strengthened, 
and his temper of course becomes 
congenial with the employments 
and olgects to which his atten- 
tion is there called. The house 

of God, therefore, gives the tone 
to his disposition and forms his 
character. As he is there, so is 
he, to acertaty decree, in‘every 
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place. Does he delight in the 
house of God asa place of de- 
votion? It is because his tem- 
per is publicly deyout. Does he 
delight in it as a place of prayer? 
It is because he accustoms him- 
self continually to pour out his 
heart in prayer before his maker. 
Does he delight in it as a place of 
instruction? It is because he con- 
stantly thirsts after a knowledge 
of things spiritual and divine.— 
Does he delight in it as a place, 
that is calculated to awaken sin- 
ners and bring them to repen- 
tance? Itis because he loves 
them as himself, and would will- 
ingly spend and be spent in 
their service. Thus he carries 
with him the same disposition 
wherever he goes. His root 
seems to be fixed in the house of 
God, and to supply him from 
thence with that nourishment, 
which causes him to grow, and 
to bring forth his peculiar and 
characteristic fruits. 

38. From the view which has 
now been taken of the christian 
disposition, we may learn where- 
in their growth consists. If 
their nourishment is derived from. 
the house of God, it cannot be 
dificult to ascertain what it is, 
that is nourished, and in what 
respects they grow. Do they 
visit the house of God as a place 
of worship? In the exercise of 
devotional feelings they habitu- 
ally grow. From sabbath to sab- 
bath they acquire a greater awe 
of God, are more deeply pene- 
trated with a sense of his pres- 
ence, and are more afraid of of- 
feading htm by disobedience.— 
Their views of themselves be- 
come more humbling, and with 
unceasing meekness and lowliness 
ef mind do they pass through 
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the progressive scenes of life, 
Their submission to the divine 
will becomes more unreser- 
ved, and with fewer complaints 
and murmurs do they receive the 
allotments of divine providence, 
Their love to their maker grows 
more and more powerful and 
with encreasing satisfaction do 
they aim at the promotion of his 
glory. Do they visit the house 
of God as a house of prayer :— 
They become thereby more ha- 
bituated to the practice of this 
duty, and feel more of the influ- 
ence of its pure and heaveniy 
spirit. ‘Their minds at times be- 
come more deeply penetrated 
with a sense of its importance, 
and in their weekly experience 
learn more of its use and value. 
Do they visit the house of God 
asa place of instruction? In the 
acquisition of divine knowledge 
they must gradually advance.— 
Meditating, as they do, on the 
word of God, their understand- 
ing of its doctrines will become 
more extensive and more correct, 
and at the same time they will 
know better how to apply it to 
practice. Do they visit the house 
of God as a place, in which they 
hope, that divine truth will be 
accompanied with divine power ? 
Their love to the souls of men 
will thereby be encreased, and 
they will grow both in the feel- 
ing and in the practice of chris- 
tian benevolence. Desirous of 
doing good to all, they will be 
more and more cautious how 
they conduct. In their inter- 
course with mankind they will, 
if possible, be more exemplary, 
more faithful, and more enga- 
ged, in promoting the spiritual 
welfare of their fellow travellers 
through life. Such are the im- 
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pressions which the house of God 
is calculated to make: such the 
feelings which it tends tostrength- 
en. It follows, therefore, that in 
a progr ssive state of these things, 
christian growth consists. 

4, The allusive representation, 
which we have followed, in de. 
lineating the features of the chris- 
tian’s mind, leads us naturally to 
remark, that christians are not 
their own workmanship: For as 
no tree ever transplants itself 
from one soil to another, it 1s nat- 


ural to conclude, that such an 


allusion would never have been 
used, on supposition that the chil- 
dren of God form themselves 
what they are by their own pow- 
er. 

The truth of this representa- 
tion, however, depends not en- 
tirely on this figurative ailusion, 
but is supported by a multitude 
of passages, which might be cl- 
ted, if necessary ; and I may 
add, is completely confirmed by 
an acquaintance with human na- 
ture. ‘l‘o you, my readers, who 
are conscious that you are still 
growing in the fields of nature, I 
appeal. Should you be trans- 
planted into the house of God, 
would it not be a remarkable 
change? And would you as- 
cribe it to any thing-short of al- 
mighty power ?—Instead of find- 
ing the worshtp of your. maker 
a tedious, irksome season ; should 
you, like David, feel as though 
you had rather be a door-keeper 
m the house of God, than to 
dwell, as a lord, in the tents of 
wickedness :—Instead of being 
inclined to cast off fear, and re- 
strain prayer before your Maker, 
should you find yourscives irre- 
sistibly propelled, and with much 
delight, ta pour out your hearis 
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before him ;—Instead of being 
disgusted with the humbling doc- 
trines of the gospel, should you 
be inclined to sit as disciples at 
the feet of Jesus, and with the 
closest attention, to listen to all 
his instructions ; and finally, in- 
stead of being indifferent respecte 
ing the eternal interests of your 
connections and neighbors, should 
you be much concerned on their 
account, and find yourselves un- 
able to refrain from tears or irom 
exhortations, would you not cone 
sider it as a great and remarka- 
ble alteration? And to what 
would you ascribe it? I ask not 
to what you would ascribe it, 
should you see it in others; but, 
T ask to what you would ascribe 
it, should it take place in your- 
selves ‘Should you see such an 
alteration in others, you might 
perhaps attribute it to the influs 
ence of superstition or ground. 
less fear ; but would you attribute 
it to any such source, shou!d ycu 
feel it in yourselves ? Would ycu 
not be constrained to say —** Not 
by my own power or ,strength, 
but by the grace of God I am 
what lam.” Would you not 
be constrained to admit, that 
man is entirely dependant on his 
maker ; that regeneration is the 
work of a slmighty power, and of 
course, that Infinite Wisdom 
must, and actually does dispose 
of ail in future as seemeth good 
in his sight. 

Suffer me to chose this essay 

with a serious applic cation to par- 
titular characters. Ye professed 


friends of the Kedeemer, are ye. 


truly planted in the house of 
the Lord? If you are, it willbe 
your highest delight. ‘The holy 
sabbath willbe a day, to which 
you look forward with much sat« 
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isfaction, because it calls you to 
that place, from which your nour- 
ishment is principally derived : 
Early will you present yourselves 
in the sanctuary: With much 
awe and solemnity will you join 
in its worship; and with the 
deepest attention will you listen 
to the interesting or instructive 
thoughts, which are theresuggest- 
ed. Nor will you be carejess or 
unprofitable hearers. You will 
carry with you the same devo- 
tional turn cf mind, and make it 
evident by your habitual course 
of life, that your hearts are truly 
warmed with heavenly love. I 
speak as to wise men, Judge: ye 
what I say. Are ye truly plan- 
ted in the house of the Lord ?— 

To those of you who are prepar- 
ed to answer, We humbly hope, 
that thisis the case, I would say ; 
Reflect for a moment on the 
greatness of divine mercy as man- 
ifested toward you, and the con- 
sequent obligations, by which 
you are holden. Once you were 
growing in a barren and un- 
fruitful soil, and while there, were 
among the most deformed and un- 
profitable of trees ; but the pow- 
erful hand of divine grace has 
taken you from these wilds, and 
transplanted you, not into a gar- 
den or vineyard, but into a Aouse, 
where you enjoy every cultiva- 
tion, and every protection, which 
your dependant and tender con- 
dition demands. Here, you are 
told, you are fixed, and ioe you 
are to prepare for an inheritance 
in the world above. For mercy 
like this, what must be your ob- 
ligations?) And how can you 
possibly discharge them if you 
neglect the principal means of 
your growth in grace? If with 
cold insensibility you often turn 
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your backs on the house of God, 
or if, when you visit it, your 
thoughts and your affections are 
wandering to the ends of th 
earth, is it possible, that Se 
should receive that nourishment, 
which will cause you to grow, 
and which will make you appear 
lke flourishing and fruitful trees? 
Induiging yourselves in such neg- 
ligence, on what ground can you 
cherish a hope, that you are trees 
of the Lord’s planting ? Or how 
do you expect either to glorify 
your Father in heaven, or pro- 
mote the eternal well-being of 
your fellow men? Let me then 
beseech you to bestow an ardent 
attachment to the worship of 
your Maker.—Let your devotion 
be animated; your prayers, fer- 
vent 5 your enquiries after divine 
knowledge, eager; and your 
compassionate regards for per- 
ishing sinners, warm and produc- 
tive. Let these feelings carry 
you constantly to the place of 
improvement, and urge you for- 
ward in the path of progressive 
meeieness for heavenly felicity. 
But there are some, who are 
probably conscious, that they are 
yet standing in the uncultivated 
fields of nature. To these I would 
say: Destitute of hope, as you 
are, can you feel easy to remain 
in your present condition, which, 
you are taught to believe, is nigh 
unto destruction? Do you fee! 
contented to bring forth nothing 
better than the grapes of Sodom 
and the clusters of Gomorrah, 
which in the end will prove more 
bitter than the wormwood and 
the gall! Are you not alarmed 
at the length of time, during 
which you have been passed by, 
while others have been taken from 
beside you, and planted in the 
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house of the Lord? Are you not 
terrified at the fearful end com- 
ing on such unprofitable plants, 
whose end it is tobe burned ?— 
Does it not strike your minds 
with horror to think, that possi- 
bly you may be preparing to be 
fuel for that fire, which will never 
be quenched? Let me then be- 
seech you by the regard, which 
you have for yourselves, to re- 
pent of your transgressions, and 
to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that so iniquity may not 
be your destruction. 
Heman. 


eee 


Luke v. 32, explained and improved. 
AMONG the many cap- 


tious objections, which were urg- 
ed, by the Scribes and Pharisees, 
against our Savior, one was, that 
he ate and drank with publicans 
and sinners. In answer to this 
objection, our Lord said, They 
that are whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. I come not 
to call the rizhteous, but sinners, to 
repentance. ‘Lhe obvious import 
of this answer is, ** You have no 
reason to blame me for going 
among those, whom you consiu- 
er to be sinners, and eating with 
them. for sinners are the very 
persons, with whom I have to do. 
Such persons, and not those, who 
are righteous, I came to call to 
repentance, and to salvation.” 
As there are, among men, no re- 
ally righteous persons, who need 
no repentance, it has been sup- 
posed, that such persons could 
not be intended, by the righteous, 
in this passage. Hence, many 
have concluded, that seif-right- 
eous, self-justifying persons, are 
intended, As if our Lord had 
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said to the Pharisees, I came not 
to call the self-righteous, si ch as 
you are, but sinners, who are sens 
sible of their sinfulness, to re- 
pentance. But this is plunging 
deep into real difficulty, to avoid 
one, which is merely imaginary. 
Had the Savior come to call to 
repentance, only those, who were 
free from a self-righteous spirit, 
and suitably sensible of their sin- 
fulness, alas, how few would he 
have cometocall! For, how few 
are naturally of this character ! 
By call, in this passage, it seems 
most natural to suppose is meant, 
that call, which our Lord ad- 
dressed to men, in his preach- 
ing. But this call was certainly 
universal. It was not confined 
to sinners of any particular de- 
Scription, merely ;_ but .was ad- 
dressed to sinners generaliy. So, 
in the passage under considera- 
tion, he says, not that he came to 
cajl sinners of a particular de- 
scription, to repentance; buts n- 
ners, a/] sinners, to whom he 
came. These Pharisees were 
really sinners ; and, being sucn, 
they, in common with other sin- 
ners, were called upon to repent. 
If it be said, that our Savior 
meant, that he did not come to 
call the self-righteous fec/uai/y, 
even this would not hold true, 
universally. If such had been 
the fact, Paul, instead of being 
now in heaven, celebrating the 
praises of his God and Redeem- 
er, must have been groaning un- 
der the weight of the eternal 
wrath of the Almighty, in the 
prison of despair. For, who was 
ever more self-righteous than 
Paul? In the preceding verse, 
our Lord says, They that are 
whole need not a physusian. It 
they have any meaning, in this 
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connection, those who are whole, 
must represent the righteous.— 
But Christ does not say, They, 
who feel as if they were whole, 
need nota physician. Nor would 
this, in all cases, be true. A 
man really sick does not nced a 
physician any the less, because 
he is so disordered in his mind as 
to imagine, that he ts in perfect 
health. Nor does a sinner need 
@ spiritual physician, or to be 
called to repentance, any the less, 
because he is so deluded, as to 
imagine, that he is righteous, 
and needs no repentance. ‘The 
physician, too, will visit the re- 
ally sick man; even if he does 
rmagine himself to be in heaith. 
So Christ calls wpon sinners, even 
though they imagine they need 
not salvation from him. But, 
those, who are really in health, 
need not a physician. With 
them, the physician, in his pro- 
fessional character, has nothing 
to do. So, the truly righteous 
need not a spiritwal physician, 
and Christ did not come to call 
them to repentance. Fifad there 
been, in our Savior’s time, any 
persons, who were truly right- 
eous ; that is, persons, who had 
always been obedient ; or, who, 
having sinned, had, themseives, 
made full atonement, so as to 
stand justified by the works of 

law; if, for example, the 
Scribes and Pharisees had been 
of this description, as they seem 
to have imagined they were, it 
is probable the words tinder con- 
sideration would aiways have 
been referred to them, and no 
one would ever have thousht of 
applying them to the selt-richt- 
eots. But, it may be difficult 
to assign any sufficient reason, 
why the passage should not be 
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understood now, as it would 
have unquestionably been under- 
stood in that case. It is true, 
there were no such persons. But, 
the declaration of our Lord just 
as well expresses the design of his 
mission, as it would have done, 
had there been such characters. 
Besides, the Pharisees seem evi- 
dently to have imagined, that 
they were righteous, in some 
such sense as to exclude the ne- 
cessity of repentance. Whether 
they were ¢o, or not, in reality, 
our Lord does not ere decide. 
But, he may be considered as 
meeting them on their own 
ground, and saying, in answer 
to their objection, ‘* They chat are 
avbole, need not a physician, You 
think yourselves to be whole; 
and, if this be your Sittation, you 
need not a phy sician. J come not 
to call the righteous—«to repentance. 
You think you are righteous ; 
and, if yor beso, tnileed, then I 
have no call to you. But, the 
sick need a physician. These 
persons, with whom I am eating 
and drinking, you say, are spi- 
ritually diseased. According to 
your account, therefore, they 
need a physician. J come to call 
sinners to repentance. ‘These per- 
sons, you say, are sinners. These, 
therefore, are such persons as | 
come to call. Why, then, should 
you blame me for going among 
them : °? But, though Chri st this 
met the Pharisees on their own 
ground, on this occasion, he did 
not fail, on ather occasions, to 
tell them, plainly, that they 
were among the vilest of sin- 
ners, and in the most immin«nt 
danver of perishing in their sins. 

On the whole, the conclusion 
is, that, by the righteous, inthe 
passage before us, are intended 
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the really righteous; such as 
need no repentance. And, by 
sinners, whom our Savior came 
to call, sinners of every descrip- 
tion; self-righteous sinners, as 
well as others. All, to whom 
the gospel is addressed, who, 
having transgressed God's holy 
law, have become sinners ; who, 
being dead in trespasses and sins, 
must be brought to repentance, 
and made spiritually alive or per- 
ish forever. 

In view of what has been ex- 
hibited on the subject, it is natur- 
al to remark, 

1. That it is exceedingly im- 
portant, that sinners should be 
brought to realize their sinful- 
ness. AsChrist came to call sin- 
ners, and sinners only, to repen- 
tance ; so, those, who feel them- 
selves to be sinners, are the only 
persons, who can feel much in- 
terested in the call, as a mat- 
tcr, which immediately concerns 
themselves. ‘This remark was 
trikingly exemplified, among 
those, who attended on the 
preaching of Christ. While pub- 
licans, and others, who had some 
conviction, that they were sin- 
ners, listened to his heavenly in- 
Structions, and felt considerable 
interest in them ; the Scribes and 
Pharisees, who trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, 
heard the same istructions, as 
things, in which they were very 
little. concerned. Though his 
doctrine dropped as the rain, 
and his speech distilled as the 
dew, the rain and the dew fell up- 
on them, as though they had fall- 
en upon a rock of fiint. — So, 
now, unle$s sinners can be made 
to realize theirsinfulness and their 
Ganger, every cail to repentance, 
every invitation of the Savior, 
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every warning to flee from the 
wrath to come, is heard in vain. 
Yes, the most tender, the most af- 
fectionate invitations of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, are heard with 
less interest, with less sensibility, 
than an invitation to some scene 
of carnal mirth! But, -let sin- 
ners be made to realize their sin- 
fulness, and their danger, and 
then the salvation of the gospel 
appears of some importance.— 
Hence it is pertinent to remark, 

2. That it is important, that 
efforts should be made, to con- 
vince sinners of their sinfulness. 
Itis not uncommon for the min- 
isters of the gospel to be blamed, 
for dwelling upon the depravity 
and wickedness of man, and up- 
on the awful consequences of sin. 
Why. it is asked, why do they 
not dwell upon the goodness and 
mercy of God; upon the love 
and compassion ‘of Christ ; upen 
the provisions and invitations of 
the gospel? But, how shali the 
love of God, and the compassion 
of Christ, be exhibited, without 
showing the wickedness, and the 
danger of sinners? How shall 
sinners be drawn away from 
scenes, in which they find all 
their pieasure, unless they can 
be made to realize, that # wil/ be 
bitterness in the latter end ? ‘Yo 
what purpose address the invita- 
tions of the gospel to men, with- 
out showing them their need of 
the blessings offered? Surely, 
then, no pr reaching can be more 
suitable, for those, who are insen- 

sibleot their wickedness, and their 
danger, who are sunk in careless- 
ness and stupidity, and feel not 
their need of a physician, than 
that which makes a clear display 
of the divine law, the depravity 
and wickedness of man; and the 
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dreadful evil of sin. To such 
sinners, let “the violated law 
Speak out its thunders.”” Such 
was the preaching of Christ. Wo, 
wo, wo, dwelt upon his tongue. 
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
said he, how can ye escape the dam- 
nation of hell? But, let sinners 
awake from their security; let 
them solicitously inquire, with 
the trembling jailor, What shall 
we do to be saved ? and then ‘et 
them complain of the preachers 
of the gospel if they do not hear, 
.-.. *€ In strains as sweet as angels use, 
The gospel whispers peace.’?.........+.. 
For, we may remark, 

3 That the subject is full of 
the love of God, of the compas- 
sion of Christ, and of encourage- 
ment to penitent sinners. Jesus 
Christ came to call sinners to re- 
pentance, and salvation. And 
what are sinners? Rebels against 
the most high God.  Trrans- 
gressors of his holy law. Miser- 
able outcasts from all good, who 
are justly deserving of- the eter- 
nal wrath of the Almighty. 
For such creatures, God gave 
his only begotten, and dearly be- 
loved Son. And, surely, herein 
is /ove.'. Such creatures, Christ 
voluntarily came to seek, and to 
save. For such creatures, fe made 
his soul an offering for sin, and di- 
ed on the cross. 

‘« This was compassion, like a God.” 
Behold, then, O sinner, behold 
the love of God, and the com- 
passion of the Savior; the love 
of that God, against whom you 
have awfully sinned,and the com- 
passion of that Savior, whom, 
too long, you have rejected and 
despised ; and, if your heart be 
not hard as adamant, it must 
surely be melted into penitential 
sorrow. Here, too, learn what 
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encouragement you have, to 
come unto the Lord. Christ 
calls you to repentance, that he 
may bring you to glory Come 
unto him, and you shall find rest to 
your souls. For, he that spared not 
his own Son, but freely gave him up 
for us all, how shall he not also, 
with him, freely give us all things ? 
Let it be remarked, 

4. that the gospel affords no 
encouragement to sinners to con- 
tinue in impenitence. Christ 
came to call sinners to repentance, 
and, in this way, to bring them 
to the happiness of heaven. ‘T’o 
Open a way, in which penitent 
sinners might be pardoned and 
saved, he suffered and died. But, 
he did nothing to encourage sin- 
ners to go oninsin. ‘To do this, 
there is no encouragement, from 
any quarter. The mercy of God 
does not, any more than his jus- 
tice ; the invitations and promis- 
es of the gospel do not, any more 
than the threatenings of the law, 
afford such encouragemen‘. 
While the perfections and opera- 
tions of God unite with his prom. 
ises, in assuring every real peni- 
tent of the pardon of his sins, 
with everlasting glory ; the same 
perfections and operations unit- 
edly confirm the solemn decla- 
ration, that there is no peace to the 
wicked. 





TROPHIMUS. 


OBSERVATIONS ON PROV. xv. 8, 
Messrs. EDITORS. 


Among the many, who, at this day, 
appear to be unfriendly to vital 
piety, it is believed, some flatter 
themselves, that nothing more 4s 
requisite to consittute an accepta- 
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ble sacrifice, than the exbibttion of 
a form of Godliness ; and thet 
others, affecting to be consctentious 
in the omission of duty, consider 
themselves less guilty in the sight 
of God, than they should be, if 
they engaged in the exercises of pie- 
ty and devotion. The following 
observations, founded on Prov. 
xv. 8, were suggested by a conver- 
sation lately had with a person, 
who pleads the restraints of con- 
science, for the neglect of duty.— 
Lf they should be deemed worihy 
of a place inthe Avviser, and 
useful to your readers, you will 
please to insert them. 


“She sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord.’’ 


IT will readily occur to the 
mind of the reader, that there 
are many passages of sacred writ 
of similar import. ‘J’o what pur-. 
pose, is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? saith the 
Lord. Iam full of the burnt 
offerings of rams, and of the fat 
of fed beasts, and [I delight not 
in the blood of buliocks, or of 
lambs, or of he-goats. When 
ye come to appear before me, 
who haih required this at your 
hand, to tread my courts? Bring 
no more vain oblations, incense 
is an abomination unto me, the 
new moons, and sabbaths ; the 
calling of assemblies I can not 
away with, it is iniquity even the 
solemn meeting.” By sacrifice, 
we may understand the perform. 
ance of religious duties generally. 
Devout and fervent prayer is, in 
the scriptures, denominated the 
sacrifice of an humble and con- 
trite heart, which God has said 
is his delight. All Sacrifices, 
that is, all religious duties, which 
are performed in the exercise of 
right affection, with a proper 
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temper of heart, are acceptable 
to God, for Chrift’s sake. 

‘ But, we are sinners; if weate 
tempt to offer sacrifice, it will be 
with feigned words ; our tongues 
will not express the sentiments of 
our hearts. ‘Thus to approach 
the majesty of heaven wili be de- 
testabie mockery.’ Beit so. ‘We 
wil not expose ourselves to the 
charge brought against God’s 
people of old, that they honor- 
ed him with their lips, while 
their hearts were far from him. 
We have too much respect for 
our Maker to do that which he 
will consider as an abomination.’ 
The impenitent have no pleasure 
in sacrificing to the Lord ; it is 
an employment which but ill 
comports wich their natural pro- 
pensities ; and if there be no prof- 
it, nothing well pleasing in the 
sight of God, in their obiations, 
they are happy in finding a plausi- 
ble excuse for dispensing with the 
semblance of piety. ‘ If we were 
christians, it would, doubtless, be 
our indispensabie duty to pray, 
to attend strictly to every pre- 
cept of the Cospei ; but, since 
this is not our character, it will 
be soon enough for us to engage 
in the service of God, when we 
possess the requisite qualifitations.’ 
Those who can not silence the 
upbraidings of their consciences, 
by reasoning in this way, so far 
as to live quietly in the neglect of 
duty, are often disposed to disre- 
gard the disposition of the heart, 
and te consider moral good and 
evil as predicable on external ac- 
tions only. Several consi-era- 
tions may be brought into view 
to show the fallacy of this opin- 
ion which is thou,ht to be the 
strong hold of many, who have 
a form of Godliness, while they are 
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strangers and enemies to its pow- 


er. To shake the sandy founda- 
tion of the sinnner’s hope, by 
arraigning the motives which 
prompt him to the performance 


of duty, and in this way expose 


the abominations ef his heart, we 
are sensible, is not calulated to 
flatter the pride of human nature. 
But, if such an exposure of the 
deceitfulness and malignity of the 
carnal mind be a necessary step 
towards bringing about a recon- 
ciliation, between an holy God, 
and his rebellious creatures, it 
would be unpardonable to pass 
it in silence, or leave it in obscu- 
rity. 

Among the reasons which ren- 
der the sacrifices of the wicked 
an abomination, in the sight of 
ad Lord, we may notice— 

. They regard the “ praise of 
men morethan the praise of God.” 
Of the Pharisees, our Savior ob- 
served, * their works they do to 
be seen of men.” They sought 
out conspicuous places, in which 
to perform their sérvices ; hop- 
ing, in this way, to gain the con- 


‘ Gcence and esteem ot the vazineg 
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multitude. The abominations 


of the heart are carefully con- 


cealed under the specious garb 
of christian zeaF; and the pure 
and benevolent religion of the 
blessed Jesus is made subservient 
to the vile and felfish purposes of 
the hypocrite. Can itbe thought 
strange, that the searcher of 
hearts should solemnly declare 
to all persons of this description, 
as he once did to the Pharisees, 
** therefore, ye shall receive the greats 
er Gamnaiion.”’ 

2. Yhe wicked in their sacrifi- 
ces are actuated by a principle 
of selfishness, rather than of obe- 
dience. Reason teaches the im- 
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penitent that they cannot ex. 
pect, that their Maker will con- 
fer spiritual favors upon them, 
while they refuse to ask for them. 
They desire happiness ; and if 
there is no other way to obtain it, 
they will submit to pray. So 
the perverse child will implore 
mercy of a parent through fear 
of punishment. The sick man 
will take a nauseous dose from 
the hand of his physician, if he 
believe it necessary, to effect the 
cure of his diseased body. The 
sinner may express a willingness, 
yea, a desire to be made holy, if 
he be convinced, that he can not 
otherwise be happy, while he 
loves sin, and hates holiness, for 
what they are in themselves con- 
sidered. Nothing is more obvi- 
ous, than that such offerings are 
not dictated by a spirit of obedi- 
ence; and that they have no 

respect to the glory of God. It 
can be of no consequence, to 
him who makes them, how the 
divine character or governmcat 
may appear, in his salvation; 
he has nothing further in view 
than the attainment of his own 
selfish ends. If we admit that 
the Most High is a being of infi- 
nite benevolence we must believe 
that he will behold, with dis- 
pleasure, every sacrifice made 
under the influence of such mo- 
tives, 

3. The wicked often sacrfice 
under such circumstances, that 
the sentiments of their hearts do 
not accord with the expressions 
of their lips. ‘They will ask of 
God the influences of his Spirit, 
to convince them of sin, to 1e- 
new and sanctify their hearts ; 
and at the same time, will resist 
the motions and strivings of the 
spirit. They will ask for the 
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grace of humility, while they 
are determined to gratify the na- 
tural pride of their hearts, and 
are seeking to exalt self. They 
will beg for a disposition to for- 
give, and love their enemies, ace 
cording to the example of Christ, 
while t! = habitually indulge a 
spirit of envy and revenge.— 
They will pray to be delivered 
from temptation, while they run 
heedlessly into the greatest dan- 
cers. They will acknowledge 
the excellence of the divine law, 

and the justice of its penalties, 
and violate it daily, without re- 

pentance. They will express an 
high regard for the christian gra- 
ces, and look with contempt up- 
on those who are the most con- 
spicuous for the life of grace in 
their souls. All this proves that 


pthe wicked do not mean as they 


say, when they call upon God. 


lt ishardly necessary to say that 


this is unreasonable, and highly 


insulting to the Majesty of hea- 
ven. It is such treatment as 
vould he censured among crea- 
tures of equal rank and dig- 
Wty, in this world; can it be 
thought strange that the great 
Creator should declare it to be 
an abominati * in his sight ! 

4, It may b e observed further, 
that the sacrifice of the wicked 
San abomination to the Lord, 
mas ‘much as it is offered cvithout 
lve to his character, or a proper 
reipect for his law. ‘The wicxed 
are worldly and sensual in their 
leeliags ; and the friend of the 
world is declared to be the enemy 
ot God. But prayer and other 
Teiisious acts are expressions of 
the highest respect ute venera- 
tion fos the Deity, which rational 
Creatures are capab! e of mani- 
testing. Let the reader enquire 
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what impressions would be made 
on his mind, if one, whom he 
knew to be his implacable enes 
my, should appear before him, 
and in feigned words should ex- 
press the most profound respect, 
declaring an inviolable attach- 
ment to his interest, and express- 


ing a readiness to serve him on’ 


ail occasions. This, it is believ- 
ed, would be considered as a 
species of insolence and affronte- 
ry deserving of the most pointed 
reprobation. But, is not thisa 
just representation of the charac- 
ter of aii who draw near to God 


with their /its, while their Learts 


are tar from him? 
MenrTor. 
(To be continued.) 
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MORAL PREACHING, 
BISHOP Lavington, a man 


who avhorred fanaticism, in 2 
charge to his clergy, has these 
words : 

‘* My brethren, I beg you will 
tise up with me against’ MORAL 
PREACHING. We have long been 
attempting the reformation of the 
nation by discourses of this kind. 
With what success? None ar 
ALL. On the contrary we have 
dexterously preached the people 
into downright infidelity. We 
must change ovr voice. We 
must preach Christ, and him cru- 
cified. Nothing but the Gos. 
he is, nothing will be fuund to 

e, the power of G rod unto salvas 
ss besides. Let ime therefore 
again and again regvest, may I 
not add, let me CHARGE you, to 
preach Jesus, and salvation thro’ 
his rame. Preach the Lord 
who bought us; preach redemp- 
tion through his biood ;_ preac! 
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the saying of the great High 
Priest ; HE WHO BELIEVETH 
SHALL BE SAVED; preach re- 
entance towards God, and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Pan. 


THE HALF WAS NOT TOLD ME. 
SO said the queen of She- 


- ba, when she became acquainted 


with the wisdom of Solomon.— 
So says the soul, who becomes 
savingly acquainted with the ex- 
cellency of Christ. ‘* And be- 
hold a greater than Solomon is 
here !”? Thus the true saint con- 
tinues to say, while he enjoys 
the comfort of walking with 
God. So he will say again, 


when he comes to appear with 
Christ in glory. And thus he 
may express the rapture of his 
soul to all eternity. And may 
we not suppose that this will also 
be the cry of the sinner, when 
he comes to feel the wrath of the 
despised Lamb of God? And 
will not the song of the saint be 
the cry of the sinner forever and 
ever? While one is forever soar. 
ing in realms of felicity, and the 
other forever sinking in the re. 
gions of despair, will not this be 
their perpetual language, * The 
half was not told me! the half 
was not told me!” But how 
different their feelings! How 
distant the extremes ! How broad 
the separating gulph. 
Witness. 
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From the Panoplist. 





FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMIT- 
TEE OF THE BRITISH AND FOR- 
EIGN BIBLE socieETy. 


YOUR committee have now to 
report to the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society their proceedings during 
the fifth year of its iastitution. 


In conformity to the arrangement 
usually adopted, your Committee will 
first advert to their Foreign Connex- 
ions: and, although their correspond- 
ence has been circumscribed, in some 
degree, by the unpropitious state of 
aiiairs on the Continent, they have 
sull sufficient documents to prove the 
continuance of the deep interest ex- 
cited in various parts of Europe, by 
the establishment of the British and 
Foreign Bibie Society; and of a 
zealous and successful co-operation 


with its endeavors to promote the cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures. 
From the Bible Society at Basiea 
single letter only has been received, 
dated, October, 1808 ; the contents of 
it, however, are interesting and im- 
portant.—This letter expresses the 
most cordial and grateful thanks to 
this Society, for the assistance af- 
forded by it in promoting an edition 
of the German Bible by standing 
types;—it contains information that 
the New Testamert, which, some 
months before, had issued from the 
press, had received the fullest appro 
bation of those to whom it had bees 
sent; together with an assurance, 
that the Oid Testament would bé 
completed by the end of the year) 
and further, that the demands for 
this Bib'e were so numerous, that" 
was expected they would exhaust thé 
first impression. The Basle Society: 
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accordingly, look with confidence to 
the hope of being soon enabled to 
proceed toa second and third edition. 

The following intelligence, which 
is also stated in the letter from the 
Bible Society at Basle, will be heard 
with interest —First, that a com- 
pany of active christians in Basle had 
determined to print an edition of the 
New Testament, for the benefit of 
the Grison Mountaineers, who have 
a peculi ar dialect; with an intention 
that it should be gratuitéusly distrib- 
uted, or sold at a very cheap rate. 
This work will be peculiarly accepta- 

le to the Grisons; as the former 
editions ef the New Testament have 
become so scarce among them, that 
a copy of it is rarely to be procured, 
and only at a very exhorbitant price : 
Secondly, That they had supplied the 
Protestants in different parts of the 
interior of France with a considera- 
ble number of Trench Bibles at re- 
duced prices; and that the returns 
of such sale had enabled the Basle 
Society to undertake a new edition 
of the New Testament in French. 
It was their wish to have printed the 
whole Bible, but their exertions to 
procure funds for this purpose had 
hitherto proved unsuccessful. Your 
Committee, however, hone, that the 
supply of a set of stereotype plates, 
now preparing by their directions, 
and intended for the use of the socie- 
ty at Basle, will materially assist the 
accomplishment of so desirable an ob- 
ject. 

The posure ss which had been made 
in printing the Bohemian Bible at 
Berlin, was noticed in the last Report 
of your Committee. They are now 
authorized to announce the comple- 
tion of it, in a mode which has oab- 
tained the decided approbation of 
very competent judges. Ir will be no 
less satisfactory to the Society to be 
informed, that the rapid circulation 
of this work, has greatly: exceeded 
the expectaiions of the Bible Society 
at Berlin. It was finished only at 
Michaelmas, 1807; and, although 
the Protestant Congregations using 
that language in Bohemia and Silesia, 
do not exceed fifty, the whole edition 
of 3009 copies (92 only excepted) 
had bigen sold, or gratuitously dis- 


— 
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tributed, within a period of fifteen 
months; and the Berlin Society ex- 
press great regret, that the edition 
was not more extensive: 

The notification of the completion 
of the Bohemian Bible by the Com- 
mittee of the Society at Berlin was 
accompanied with am expression of 
their earnest wishes to be enabled to 
vrint the Scriptures in the Polish di- 
alect. They lamented, at the same 
time, the absolute insufficiency of their 
funds for this undertaking; and the 
very scanty supplies received during 
the preceding twelve months, pre- 
cluded all hope of any considerable 
additition to them, iin a country la- 
bouring under general and severe dis- 
tress. 

Your Committee, equally convinced 
of the utility of an edition of the 
Polish Bible, and of the i impossibility 
of its being undertaken without the 
assistance of the British. and Foreign 
Bible Societv, have cheerfully sup- 
plied a fund for this purpose, by three 
successive Donations amounting. in 
the whole to 80Q0/. Gf this sum 6002. 
have already been received by the So- 
ciety at Berlin; who, encouraged by 
this liberal grant, determined to m- 
crease their imprestion from 5,000 to 
8,000 copies of the Polish Bible entire, 
and 2,000 extra New Testaments; and 
had entered into engagements with a 
printer to complere it by Midsummer, 
1810. The es:imatede expense of this 
work amounts to nearly 1,4002. sterl- 
ing. 

Your committee have next the sat- 
isfaction to report the estabiishment 
of anew Association at Stockholm, 
under the sanction of the King and 
Privy Council, with the designa‘ion 
of the ‘* Evangelical Society.’ The 
object of this ins‘itution is two-fold 
-—the circulation of the Scripteres, 
and the distribution cf Religious 
Tracts; burt, by a fundamental rule 
of the Insntution, each object will 
have its separate fund, and a distinct 
account of its income and expendi- 
ture, which will be submitied aniu- 
ally tothe public, ‘The correspond- 
ence of your Committee will conse- 


quently be confined to that part of 


its object whicia assimilates itseif to 
their own. 
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From recent enquiries it appeared, 
that the poorer classes in various 
parts of Sweden, were in great want 
of Bibles: and the Society at Stock- 
holm had in consequence proposed to 
print an edition of the Scriptures in 
the Swedish language 5 but the limit- 
ation of their means oblired them to 
confine their intended operations, in 
the first instance, to the New Test- 
ament. Some donations had indeed 
been received by them; and more 
were expected; but, as from the 
pressure of the times, and the im- 
poverished state of the country, they 
could not en ertain tke smallest ex- 
pectation of procuring, forsome years, 
the types requisite for this limited un- 
dertaking ; your C -mmittee have been 
induced to authorize the Committee 
of the Evangelical Society at Stock- 
holm, to draw forthe sum of 300/, 
in aid of their fund, for the express 
purpose of printing the Swedish Bi- 
ble on standing types. 

Intelligence has been very recently 
received from Sarepta, by which it 
appears, that the Ministers of the 
Unjred Brethren, encouraged by the 
gramt of 600 rubles, and a promise 
of further assistance from this Soci- 
ety, had actually proceeded, in com- 
pliance wih the recommendation of 
your Committee, to commence the 
Translation of St, Matthew’s Gospel 
into the Kalmuc language: and your 
Committee entertain a confident ex- 
pectation, that these ptous laborers 
will not desist from their work, tdl 
they have completed the translation 
of the New Testament, 

Nothing more strongly marks the 
general approbation of the principle 
of our Society, and the beneficial in- 
fluence of its example, than the es- 
tablishment of similar Societies in 
distant parts of the giibe. = It is 
with much satisfaction, therefore, 
your Commitee report that, in ad- 
dition to the Associations already 
roduced, both in Europe and Asia, 
a Bible Society has been formed in 
Philadelphia, for the immediare pur- 
ose of distributing the Scriptures 
in Pennsylvania, and in * those por- 
tions of the States of Jersey and Del- 
aware which are contiguous to Penn- 
sylvania ;*’ but with an ulterior view 
ef producing similar establishments 
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throughout the several States in the 
American Union. To promote this 
undertaking, the assistance of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
{to whose example and efforts the 
Managers expressly attribute its ori- 
gin) was urgently solicited ; and your 
Committee did not hesitate to grant 
it, by a donation of 200/, ; accompa- 
nied with an intimation, that their 
aid would be further enlarged, in pro- 
portion as the Philadelphia Society 
extended tlre sphere of its operations, 

By !ate intelligence from Philadel- 
phia, itappears, that the Society con- 
sidered itself sufficiently advanced to 
be enabled to order a supply of Bi- 
bles and Testaments for distribution, 
For this purpose, copies were required 
in Welsh, Gaelic, French and Ger- 
man; and, as these could not be 
procured within the United States, 
your Committee have directed them 
to be furnished at the cost prices. 

Your Committee are now enabled 
to state the result of their communi- 
cations with Bengal. The inte!li- 
gence of the supplies granted by the 
British aud Foreign Bible Society, 
for the purpose of aiding trans!ations 
and publications of the Scriptures in 
the various dialec's of the East, are 
rived most opportunely, and animat- 
ed the hopes and endeavors of all 
concerned in this desirable undertak- 
ing. It was intended to appropriate 
the amount of these supplies to the 
expense of preparing and printing 
editions of the Gospels in Malavalim. 
Chinese, Persian, Hindostanee, Ben- 
galee, Mahratta, and Sanser'pt.— 
Of these versions, sore had previ- 
ously issued from the Missionary 
press at Serampore, mdependently ot 
the aid of this Society ; others are 
printing; and all are ina state of pre- 
paration. Of the Gospel in the Chi- 
nese character, a specimen has been 
received by your Committee; and the 
execution of it appears to be much 
superior to any that, under present 
circumstances, could be made in this 
country. 

It was not to be expected that 
works of such magnitude (not to 
mention the expectation of a further 
extension of them) could be under- 
taken without a very consilerable 
andincreasing expense. Your Com- 
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mittee, on receiving the above intelli- 
gence, immediately resolved to ap- 
propriate, for three successive years, 
an annual sum of 1,0U0/.; and they 
have saken steps 'o obrain from their 
Correspondents in India, such further 
information on this very interes'ing 
subject, as will, they trust, enable 
them, intheir next Report, to afford 
full sa'isfaction to every friend of the 
Instivwion. 

Under this head it remains only 
further to notice, that the supply of 
50) English Bibles and 1,000 English 
Testaments, consigned by your Com- 
mitee to India, haa proved most 
seasonab!le and acceptable ; as several 
of the Chaplains on the establishment? 
in Bengali had expended large sums 
in providing Bibles and Testaments 
for the use of he British soldiery and 
other Huropeans there. Your Com- 
mictee, impressed with this consider 
ation resolved to grant a further sup- 
ply of Englisch Biblesand Testamcnis 
to the same amount as before. 

It has beea ‘he invariable object of 
your Committee cenly to supply 
the wantof the Scripiures whenever 
it has stated actnally to exist, 
but to provide new editions for cir- 
culation whenever they could foresee 
the probability of doiug it advan- 
taze, as far asa prudent m nngerrst 
of she funds of the Socie: wou d ad- 
mit, Uader the influence of these 
considervions, editions of the New 
Testament in Spanish, Portuzuese, 
and Taian, have been published.— 
O her editions in Dutch, Daush, and 
modern Greek, are now in the press. 

The Members of the Society will 
recollect the remarkab'e in>tances 
noticed in the Third and Fourth Re- 
ports, of the ready disposition evinc- 
ed sy the Spaniards to receive copies 
of the New Tes:ament. The accie 
den! al arrival of a Spanish friggie 
during the course of last year, aff a 
ed a proof, no less graufying, of the 
same disposition. The earnestness 
with whch the men of the ship so- 
licited coptes, the joy ex; satiate’ hy 
their coun:enances and ac.ions in re. 
ceiving them, and their immediace 
application to the pert of them, 

afforded unequi ivoca! demonstration 
of the high value which 
ihe gift. 


not 


been 


e@ Of 


they set upon 
Several of the olficers of 
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the ship, and about 300 of the men, 
were present at the distribwion ; and 
the Priest of the frigate himself sanc- 
tioned it, by accep ing two copies of 
the New Testament forhis own use, 
and by recommending the perusal of 
it to the men. 

On this subject your Committee 
have furiher to add, that 775 Span- 
ish Testaments were distmbu'ed to 
the prisoners of that nation, at Ports- 
mouth, previous to their return to 
Spain, and most gratefully received, 

Wivh respect to the lvalian New 
Testament, your Committee have 
most satisfactory assurances of the 
practicability of beneficially distrib- 
uting it, in Malta, Sicily, and S2aly, 
in all which places an anxious desire 
to possess it has manifested itself: 
and 500 copies have been atready con- 
signed to the care of a respectable 
Correspondent at Malta, on whose 
zealous services every reliance may 


be placed. 


The object of your Committee, in 
prin‘ing Durch and Danish editions of 
the New Testament, was, to supply 
the prisoners cf war of these coun- 
tries, and ihe Danish and Durch col- 
onies in the East and West Indies, 
now under the British government. 
For the immediate supply of the 
Jurch prisoners, your Committee 
deemed itexpedient to direct the pure 
chase of a considerable number of Bi- 
bles and Tes aments a'ready printed. 

The number of Portuguese at 
Portsmoutu and other parts of this 
country, together with the facilities 
now afforded for communication with 
Por'ugal and the Portuguese Isiands 
and Colonies, suggested the deter- 
mination to print an edition of the 
New Testament in their language for 
their use. 

With respect to the edition of the 
New Testament in modern Greek, 
the prospect of an extensive circula- 
tion of it is very encouraging, par- 
ticularly among the Greeks dispersed 
throughour the Turkish posite and 
a large population of the same people 
at Smyrva, amount y Or Six 
ty thousand families, amougst whorg 
scarcely a single copy of the New 
Tes‘ament was to be found. This 
wil! have the advantage of a 
correspondent original Text in paral- 
lel columns. 
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Your Committee have also taken 
measures “for printing, in the North 
of Sweder, 5,000 copies of the New 
Testamen: in the Lapland language ; 
an! 250/. appropriated to this object 
will be remitted, if the prospect of 
its completion should be such as to 
warrant this application of the funds 
of the Society. 

The preceding details comprehend 
the result of the more important For- 
eign transactions of your Committee ; 
and what further remains connected 
with this subject may be more briefly 
mentioned. 

The Society will recollect the in- 
structions given 1o Dr. Knapp, and 
state in the last Report, to senda 
number of Bibles and Testaments for 
the use of the German Colonies on 
the Wolga. It now remains to re- 
port the arrival and distribu'ion of 

them. . A correspondent of vour 
Committee, who undertook a labori« 
ous journey for the purpose of con- 
veying them to the place of their des- 
tination, and who himself distribut- 
ed aconsiderable number of copies, 
speaks of the joy and gratitude with 
which they were received. The most 
judicious precautions were adopted 
by him, that they should be given 
free of all expense, and to those only 
among he poor who could read. -In 
each copy distribu ed by the corres- 
prnden: atuded to, the following in- 
gscripon was inserted by him: 
8This Bible is the precious Gift of 
the Eng'tsh Bible Society ; never to 
be sola, bat to be made a good use of.”’ 

Afier the preceding derail, the 
Members of the Society will be much 





gra ified in learning that a further 


supply of Bibles and Testaments has 
been required for the use of he Ger- 
man Colonies on the Wolga. Your 
Commi iee have accerdmgly directed 
250 copies of each to be sent from 
Hate. 

The types and paper presented by 
the Society to the Missionaries at 
Kuirass, for an edition of the Scrip- 
tues wn Turkish, have escaped the 
c2aonabies to which ‘hey were s»> pe- 
culiarly exposed, a d have also reach- 
ed the place of their desinaion, 

Copies of the Serp ures, ether in 
while or in part, granted b. your 
Committee for the accommodatien of 
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their countrymen in distant lands, 
or of foreigners, have been very 
numerous. They have been sent for 
sale, or gratuitous distribution, as 
might be expedient, to the East In- 
dies; the coast of the Mediterra- 
nean ; to Quebec, Halifax, and Prince 
Edward’s Island, in North America ; 
to the West Indies and Spanish Main; 
to Gibraltar; to the Cape of Good 
Hope; to Madeira; and to Stock- 
holm. Your Committee will not de- 
tain the Suciety by a specification of 
the number of copies sent to each 
particular place, as it will appear in 
the Appendix to their Report. 

Your Committee, having been in- 
formed that there were many refu- 
gees from Finland at Stockholm, who 
had no means of procuring the New 
Testament in their own peculiar dia- 
lect, directed a number to be purchas- 
ed for their use; and have now the 
Satisfaction to report, in the words 
of their correspondent, that they 
were received by them with indiscri- 
bable joy. 

It may also be proper to notice the 
safe arrival of the Bibles and Testa- 
ments sent by your Committee to 
Steniack in Nova Scotia, for sale or 
distribution, as connected with the 
intelligence, that the recommenda'ion 
of your Committee to form a Bibie 
Society in that province has been a- 
dopted ; and that measures are now 
taking for carrying it into complete 
execution. 

{To be continued, ) 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

THE Hottentot congrega- 
tion at Bavianskloof, near the 
Cape of Good-Hope, consisted, 
at the close of the year 1806, of 
523 persons, viz. 104 communi- 
cants, 338 baptized adults and 
children, and 81 candidates for 


baptism. Ch. 0b 


JEWS. 


BONAPARTE has had the 


following return made to him of 
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the number of the Jews in all the 
different parts of the habitable 
globe ; 





In the Turkish empire, 1,000,000 
In Persia, China, India, 
on the east and west of 

the Ganges. - - - - 300,000 
In the west of Europe, 

Africa, and America, 1,700,030 
Making in theaggregate, 

a population of - - 5,000,000 

20. 
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CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 

As the following article contains cer- 
tain alterations in the constitution of 
the Connecticut Bible Society, publish- 
ed page 178, we esteem tt necessary, 
even at this late period, tolay it before 
our readers. 

AT a meeting in Hartford, May 
11th, 1809, for the purpose of form- 
mg a Connecticut Bible Society, the 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, D. D. was ap- 
pointed Chairman, and the Rev. Abel 
Flint Scribe. The meeting was open- 
el with prayer by the Rev. Samuel 
Nott. 

Articles of a Constiturion, for the 
regulation of a Bible Society in Con- 
necticut, had been previously compos. 
ed and printed, in connec'ton with an 
address and subscription proposal pre- 
sented to the well disposed, of every 
denominafion. This measure had 
been :aken, merely for the purposes 
of accuracy and dispatch in the form- 
ution of the Society. 

Those articles were read, distinctly 
examined, and passed by the meet- 
Ing, with the following alterations. 
Instead of one Vice President there 
shall be four, thé Directing Commit- 
tee shall consist of mine instead of 
seven. The annual meeting shall be 
hotden at e7ght o’cleck in the morning 
instead of nine, Such other verbal 
alterations were also made as those 
already mentioned rendered necessa- 
ry. An article, providing for the 
Alling of vacancies made in office, by 
resignation or removal, was likewise 
added to the printed Constitution.— 
The meeting then proceeded, accord- 
ing to the Constitution thus adopted, 
to the organization of the Connecticut 
Bibie Secieiy, the sole object of 


Bible, and Missionary Societies. 
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which is the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, withour notevor comment. 
The following persons were then 
elected to the offices mentioned against 
their respective names, viz. 

The Hon. John Corton Smith, of 
Sharon, President; The Hon. Jedi- 
diah Huntingron, of New-London, 
the Kev. Samue! Non, of Franklin, 
the Rev. Aze! Backus, of Bethiem 
Rev. Samuel Merwin, of New. 
Haven, Vice Presidents ; Mr. Joseph 
Rogers, of Hartford, Treasurer ;— 
Mr. Menry Hudson, of Hartford, 
Secretary » Che Hon. Chauncey Good- 
rich, of Hartford, Samuel Pitkin, 
Iusq. of East Hartford, the Rev. A- 
mos Basseit, of Hebron, the Rev. 
Abel Flint, of Hartford, the Rev. 
Henry A. Rowland, of Windsor, 
the Rev. Calvin Chapin, of Wethers- 
field, the Rev. Andrew Y@es, of 
East Hartford, Ichabod Lord Skin- 
ner, Esq. of Hartford, the Rev. Hea- 


the 


ry Grew, of Hartiord, Dérecteng 
Committee Evan. Mag, 
— 
A sBrspur Society has recently 


been formed in Massachusetts, de- 
nominated the BrpLte Sociery of 
Massachusetts. William Phulips, i 


President; Mr. Samuel H. Walley 
Treasurer ; Rev. Joseph 1. Buc! sel 
ster, Corresponding Secrefary ; Rey 


John Pierce, Recording Secretary. 


=a 

Extract from the last Resort of the 
Trustees of the Missionary Seci- 
ety of Connecticut. 

WE congratulate the Soci- 
ety, and all the friends of reli- 
gion, on the brightening } PEO 
pects before us, respectiug mis- 
sionary concerns. The Society 
will find, by our printed Narra- 
tive, that more money has bee 
ex pended, more missionaries 
have been employed; more books 
Sent out, by far,—and more la- 
bors performed the past year, 
than any preceding year. Wor. 
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thy and respectable ministers, an- 
imated with an ardent zeal, come 
forward tothe help of the Lord, 
to serve aS missionaries ; aS ma- 
ny indeed as the Funds enable 
the ‘Trustees to send. Heretofore 
the main difficulty lay in procur- 
ing fit and well qualified men to 

0 on missions. In the removal 
of this difficulty, the hand of a 
gracious God is to be gr atefully 
noticed. New-Connecticut, the 
most important and extensive 
field of our missions, we are a- 
ble to supply now with a good 
number of worthy missionaries ; 
thouzh in years past the field has 
withered for want of laborers to 
cultivate it. 

On the whole, your missiona- 
ry concerns are in an enesaally 
favorable train. A merciful God 
has smiled propitiously oa the 
exertions of the Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut; and it 
seems to have been the means of 
more extensive good to the bless- 
ed Redeemer’s kingdom, than 
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the calculations of its most ar. 
dent friends. May the Lord, 
who 1s wise in heart and mighty 
in strength, still prosper more 
and more all your exertions, and 
all missionary institutions both in 
Europe and America ! 
Con. Mag. 
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ORDINATION. 

AT the request of the Trus- 
tees of the Vermont Missionary 
Society, ordained as an evangel- 
ae at Cornwall, on Tuesday “the 

2d ult. the Reverend Cuauncey 
re Introductory prayer, by 
the Rev. Silas Parsons; Sermon, 
by the Rev. John Hough, from 
2 Cor. 1. 16 ; Consecrating pray- 
er. by the Rev. Increase Graves; 
Imposition of hands, by the Rev. 
Messr. Graves, Parsons, and 
Hovey; Charge by the Rev. 
Mr. Parsons; Fellowship of the 
churches, by the Rev. Jonathan 
Hovey ; Concluding prayer, by 
the Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell, 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
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ORIGINAL, 
LECTURES onthe Evi- 
dences of the Christian Religion, 
delivered to the Senior Class, on 
Sunday afternoon, in the Col- 
lege of New-Jersey, by the Rev. 
Samuel Stanhope Smith, D. D. 
Philadelphia. ilopkins & Earle, 
1806 
A Sermon delivered at the 
Ordination of the Rev. Joel By- 
ington, to the work of the Gaos- 
pel Ministry, in Chazy. n. y. 
7 Stephen Fuller, a. m. Pastor 
of a Church in Vershire, Vt.— 
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Middlebury, J. D. Huntington, 
1809. 

An Oration delivered in Mid- 
diebury, at the celebration of the 
Fourth of July, a. p. 1809. By 
Samuel Swift, Esq. A.M. Med- 
dlebury, J. D. Huntington, 1809. 

NEW EDITIONS. 

The Works of tie Kev. Jona- 
than Edwards, Minister of the 
Gospei, in Northampton, Mass- 
achusetts, and afterwards Presi- 
dent’ of the College in New Jer- 
sey, in 8 volumes. Worcester, 
Isaiah Thomas, jun. 1809. 
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The Laws of the State of Ver- 
mont digested and compiled, in- 
cluding the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Constitution of-the 
U. States, and of this State. Vol- 
umes first and second, coming 
down to and including the year 
1807; with an Appendix, con- 
taining titles of local acts; and 
an Index of the laws in force. 
*Published by order of the Legis- 
lature. Randolph, S. Wright, 
1898. 

The History of the Church of 
Christ in 4 volumes 8vo. By 
Joseph Milner, m. a. Boston, 
Farrand, Mallory, & Co. 1809. 

This work fraught with evan- 
gelical sentiments we think wor- 
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thy a place in every library, and 
cheerfully recommend it to the 
perusal ot all who feel an inter- 
est to learn the doctrines, and 
trace the history of the church 
from the days of the Apostles to 
the sixteenth century. 
IN THE PRESS. 

Will shortly be published the 
Natural and civil History of 
Vermont; By Samuel Williams, 
L. L. D. member of the Meteo- 
rological Society in Germany, of 
the Philosophical Society in Phil- 
adelphia, and of the Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in Massachu- 
setts. Second edition, corrected 
and much enlarged, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Burlington, Samuel Mills. 
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AN ADDRES3 TO THE MOMENTARY PROBGATIONERS FOR ETERNITY? 
WHOSE FINAL ACCOUNT YET REMAINS UNSETTLED. 





“ Be wise to-day; *tis madness to defer’ 


ee The time is short ” 
és Prepare to meei th yy God ed 

















SHORT is your time ; your mortal state 
Is fast advancing to a close, 

Soon you must meet your fina! fate, 

In endless misery or repose. 


The moment when your bodies die 
And mingle with their native dust, 
To distant worlds vour souls must fly, 
For ever blessed or accurst. 


Your everlasting weal or wo 
Hangs trembling on life’s slender thread ! 
Great is the work you have to de 


Before this feeble life is fled. 
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Poetry. Donations. [Sepr. 
ia) ‘Then let your souls with all their power, 

In this important work engage ; 

And thus eternal peace secure, 

Before you leave this earthly stage. 


This is your day—the accepted time ; 
a: Now Mercy calls with gentle voice, 
And happiness the most sublime, 

Is kindly offer’d to your choice. 


Awake! receive the heavenly prize, 
Before your precious cay is past, 
That you may reach the upper skies, 
And live where endless ages last. 


But if you make a short delay, 
And sleep, till time’s swift flight is o’er, 
Vengeance will call your souls away, 


i e A ” 

itt And Mercy’s voice be heard no more. 

i ‘a O then, with solemn thought, these truths attend ! 
bie, Be wise, be wise, while Wisdom is your friend : 
peach) Make no delay—let nought, below the sun, 

he Gain your regard, till your great work is done. 


In deep repentance bow, and prostrate fall 

Low at the feet of God, the eternal All: 

By faith in Jesus’ name, seek his blest face, 

And ask, with hearts sincere, his pard’ning grace. 
Thus he will freely grant the sacred rays 

Of light divine, to lead through lite’s dark maze, 
Till death your present mortal frame destroy, 
And then conduct to realms of endless joy ; 

To those blest mansions, in the world above, 

Of perfect holiness and peace and love ; 

aif Where pleasures pure, exalted and refin’d, 
Forever flow to feed the immortal mind. 


ial | PHiILALETHES. 


— 


ete 
oS 


- f- a ea . 
- er a eo 
5 I Be a Ee 7 
ee a ee eS are ee 
o : 








a 


Donations Tro THE Vermont Rexricious TRactT Society. 





By Wm. Hail, jun. Esq. Rockingham, 5 Feauties of the Bible, 
| 1 dozen Primers, 
3 Childs’ Memorial, 
5 Psalm Books, 
By Mr. Burnap, Lancaster, (N. H.) 6 “ Collections of Hymns. 
By Deacon Timothy Boardman, 
Rutland, - - - « + «- «= §0 Cents. 
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